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WASHINGTON — The Republican National

Comritiee has fired tha opzning gun in a
campaigh to mzke the Carter administration’s
handling of foreign intelligence a major issuein
the eleﬂnm but the scatiershot blast was wide
of the mark. -

Lask week, GOP Chairman William Brock
issuad the report of his subcommitiee on in-
teiligence. It calied for a non-partisan approach
and then lambasted the Democrats for causing
all the ills that have befallen the intelligance
co*n*numy without mentioning Richard Nix-
on’s destructive role in trymc toinvolve ‘Lhe CIA
m Warergate.

'IhDRepublxcanstudy however, is essentially
nohtonmogen ral points. Ina time of growing
Soviei military streng:h, the United States is
mere dependent on accurate foreign in-
telligence than ever bafors. In the face of this
need, itis also true, as the report charges, that
morale at the CIA is dangerously low.
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Justhow lowisrevealed by the fact thatsenior

CIAo.nc:nh.cdrnmassevodmo.co mpetentof-
ficers at year's end when thay become eligi
for higharretirement pay. About 2% areretir ing
this summer, and this loss of vital skills is ex-
pected to become a [lood. Resentment egainst
ClA Director Stansfield Turner’s style of
management has reached the point where one
senjor officer hasrefused maccep\ tha agerzcy 5
kighest decoration from the admiral. Turner®
deputy, Frank Carlucci, had to preside at the
avard ceremony. '

BUT WHEN IT DEALS with specific in-

stitwtional reforms, the GOP report goes off
the track. *)o\mg'ad,r.g the role of the director
of central intelligence, it propeses the creation
of & chief mtel}:gence adviser on the White
House swaff. Tms czar would defend the in-
telligence budget before Congress and act as the
president’s eyes and ears in controlling the in-
telligence agencies. U

Asida from the fact that t;:;e. top White House

stafl has not beennotablein recent years for its

apolitical ou,.ec:mt). thereis the disadvantage )

t
that such an intelligance czar would be cui
from day-to-day contact with the CiA's analysts
and operators and would lose his grasp of essen-
tial detail. 3
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disembodied m:e!{ igence adviser cannot com-
pete withthe ornerclaimants for the ; esident's
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ordinatinghi issuccessorioapoliticalapnointes.

Even less h eipfu! is the Repubdlican proposal
forcismembering tha CIA by removing theclan-
dastine sarvice, the Operations Directorate,
fromtheagencyand establishi ingitasaseparate

e

Foreigh Oparations Service.' The GOP study

would soive the cover problem by requiring all

overseas 1o the intsliigence  operators, but
where would their Washington headquarters be
located, if not within the C1A? In the wordsof one
congressional staffer, ' We would really be dead
in the water if we went down that road.”

THE EFFECT OF this partisan initiative is to

reduce to the varishing point any chance of
adoptionofanswlegal charier for the CIAin this |
session of Congress. Contrary to theimplication
in the GOP report, long negotiation betwesn the
Carter acministration and both Republicansand
Democrats on'the Senate Inteiligence Commit-
teehasledtoamuchimproved versionof the ex-
cessively restrictive Iems‘ ation introduced last
year. i
This CIA charter will be introGuced next °
month, and the inta _gen:e azencies believe
they can do their work effectively within new
legal limits that proiect tha rights of privare
Arnerican citizens.

By politicizing this issue, the Resublican

vational Commitice hzs pasiponadiegalreform
until after the election. There would be no great
damage done by this delay except for the fact
that the world does not stop to wait for American
eiections.

InCentral Am-nca timeisrunningout. Even
Latinleaders who supported the moremoderaie
wing of the Szndinisias now fear a covert Cuban |
taksover of ih2 Nicaraguan revolution and its
spread to E] Salvador. In 2 bitter, recent con-
frontation, theleft-leaning Pan ‘amanianleader,
Omar Torrijos, accused Castra of infiltrating -
Cuban political agents 1o s2ize power.

Under p esant lax dmicisiration
must inform eight c~..,g.953)o:a1 commitiees |
bzlore it can provide discresr ass istaace to
democratic moderates tryingtoresistthe Cuban
offensive. When so many have ta be infor med,
the danger of leaks is so great that Carter of

ger
ficials. with good reason, besitaie to 1ake actop -
1
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Commijttees. But that If'cai change is now un-

likeiv In the brief time that remzins v tur :l-.e
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